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__CLO SE UP OF PAUL 



is dlS^St'SS SffE othf'U^ thi3 , iS a " -^-aLlhetter and it 
that it in apparently* addressed ^ n, 1 m ( hOTe from Pau f^ the sense 
look carefully you will i'nd'n^t^ ^v, " pcrson ' !& ^hough if you 
further then as you C on4nroith X'Sl ^ ^ 6 f ange S 0es ' 6Ut a little bit 
row.-, down to PhiioLl Tn °v ? i^*?*^ ? f ^ d ? hat thb focus a S a in nar- 
ChriPt and Timothy our i,r rt cm- m n i' v ■ lM Tmj1 ' R »»*»°nor of Jesus 

Apphia, and ArchJppu f» - malhe'w^ ^°T and to our beloved 

soldier, and to the church ^n +E L,? d husband -, "Archippua our fellow- 
out in a sense to Ph Semen bS* M^f' , Really this letter is ranging 
Christian Church. Ctort^ 8 Z* hl u ? ±thin the., fellowship^ a 
that you have treasured and vau Z-J°? ^ave^had a letter l: from someone 
certain person and JJ U j i£e to read ?+ ^ " , JUSt because " was fr0ID a 
like that have got a tremendous »!?„?* £ Md . OTer ' Personal letters 

at'wha?^ ca^lea™ '' ^ * 5 «o*E^«&™ "-f JK»2^,W'. ■ * 



A. 



Paul L+r ?'• ?• 1Q a Personal letter, just 
here J°.! nother Christian. First of; all let us look 

i^S'^SSL^^^vTSiJ-?^* f ° r great ' Christians it 
ience of my own hL t^, "£ ay ,, tha * things are easy.!. Prom my expter- 

you are i/tho ,"„ fc ^ f t Lord^h^h^H * ^ M Sayi ,that * he " ^ 
you get the harder ilbec-mef it ] ^7* gets, r ahd the older 
man is a man used of <i ° ^Hw ! § et "^ caaie r. Because a 
nine times out of to,. ?„ J d ? 0Bn '* moan to say it, is, easy for him - 

Here wo find Paul - „ ^ „ f J f ° r h±m than " 4 !? r *W*°*y else. 
fa } „„_ " J'^-enei - a prisoner of Josus Christ. So then: - 

only Se^haf^^^i% h ^ ^ iR ^^ ""4^ letter, the 
- Paul doesn't seem to make ™ 2J$£ r f 8 ** ™ from P W are to churches 
and again ho ..peaks of Kwlf^ \ P * -° ° 0n 2 eal theTfacts. Again 
of Jesus Christ" vQ "a n^^ 5 1 ? circumstances,, vi.l. "a prisoner 
He is not writing as' Paul P ?he^nn^f J ^ ua Christ" v^q ;» my bo £ ds ,.. 
prisoner. He islwriW to « S^ 08 ^ ' h ° ls writing as Paul the 
not mind talking aboutthin^ n^tfr * fF 10 "*^ no te,',>an.d so he does 
that was no rest cure- but not *™i , fran i cl y- Hg is a, prisoner - and 

on- He calls himS'"Paul So Sd^h5°n?H Pri8 ° n Ti T ^ W&G getting 
you can cope with thWa 7^ S , hc old man - ^en you are young 

quite so well! 1 Here wis 'PauT^V^ ° ld ° r y0U Can " b C °P* w "h W 
lotting slip little thinrf S„S \ ° WaS "^ m old ™'^ he was 
so easy for bitterness ?f hav^n *1 f^cumstancee. It would have been 
for a spirit of comnl«^° • "f ?* lnto his heart and mind, so easy 

but there is nJt °ffio oi ?nis nSt ^ iS , L ?t U ^ SOUrod his s P d "it 
galled beyond words H° Ja H ° ? US ? have been frustrated and 
was stuck there? ho was a man S i° ^T^* De ° n the move a 011 he 
and he was stuck there in tM« ™ d -?° 5° ° n hia foet Poaching 
that he was and all that he wi t " °? \* xlU £' Complete denial of all 
Uomotimoa you unci I find LS!° V h ?" rhoro w °ro difficulties. 
and it is wonderful if you have Tot « it^eumntunce., that are difficult 
quite frankly, it is not o??™ S f rl «nd that you can talk to 
most inner sort -someone 1 f y ° U gut x a friond liko that - the inner- 
was sharing hil difficu??-ina °r i net inctivoly , and shares. Paul 
were diff ifultiest- flCUltiOS • 1 uit e frankly, with Philemon. If there 

ian -^"I^HfflS^St^ J* th J S ^ th ° attitud ° 0f a Chri ^" 

Qiiiicuity mLo an opportunity. There were opportun- 
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but not 
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itiea lor two tiling. I'inrt •- 

ihi V.&STO iJSrESr * v'l P S hUP " ,iKht *— ^o«l 

?hfopportZ?i^M: h i irCh V ft0n * hink that this is possibl^ onf of 
so much 2S5?«??„ ° 0mGS ' ° ^ v ' hon wo find WG aro not ablo to do 
jobs we used to ^'w- ^Getting older a bit., wc have to drop certain 
wo are got™ t ° do * a^tt d °°^ n * m ? an to say we are going to do loss 
over did before but wo ^ klnd „° f ™ rk ' we nay , do, more now than we 
will havoawinciwt t b S ° busy nurrying here: and there, we 
pray. There iV a w,T n ' a window that is open; so that we can 

gavrhimopportunUi^ SoTSSo?* S^ t £° Uad . ****■ *** difficulties 
(ii) For Pr^X'i Li -f y r ' Du1, there xs also an opportunity : - 

but to-W^Tiff ih, iwo'."^,*' n0t 1° th0 crow -f. * a wh °» hG wnt 
away olavo cam o to P« V ™ m'\ f: '""° *° " :ir "" Now how UnuBimuri, a run- 

from hla master iphilomontravellcr^nr' T 5°* ^ He had V a W 
to lose himself- Lavbe he h«H h, ^ hundrodn of miles , and come to 1 Rome 
Minor and thought what a trol^f ° f PaUl aWay bac k, there in Asia 
The wonderful thine wL\hf+ p ? U ? ^ ho w a3 . Then' Paul mot him. 
"my son whom I have Wn++* • * X v d hin t0 Christ and he calla him 
a most unliLJy place S pScv^o^-^^ 8 ''-. P° m03t Vnlikoly person in 
ing Paul had been Mttoi ^tloltftn^fl^f ody to . Ch fist there. Suppos- 
never have touched One -im,^ w^' . ft T fltratort ' irritated, ho would • 
tunitios. °° ucncd «i«-hbu8, but there he was quietly taking the oppor- 

B. P AUL AND HIS^Q OljVgRTS r ; j 

PhilemoT Philomon°ha" also^onl ^ °RJ! 8imU8 but ^ other was 
relationship here?" Pi^t ox SfthoJc*^ 18 * ^ .^j*' Wnat WaS thc 

ne^hao^iff^fffg^fc^^ 3 - V ho °— of the converted slave 
the slave, the runaw y v"hoso U ?» ^f J ™'** On*"*™*. the thief, 
itude in a ministrv nri ««™? fu 1 ', x " doopurdy had shown his grat- 

he describes Snesimu^toPhTt^J 11 ^ K &Ui had f0Und ' ^valuable, aM so 
In the case of the coWrt^ ? as being useful, profitable to me. 

it from Philemon, in all Srobabilitv^ 6Xp ?£ n " v -"- 20a " He expects 
home where the Church met P w* „ y a . weal thy man whose home was, the 
a favour" he says "when vm, nL W " askin « a favour - "But is it really 
whether we could do h ? i /" y ° Ur very salvation." I wonder 
service of Jesu6 Christ W P r ^""° r ° ° f *i! ifl kind: 0f a ttitude in the 
don't we? i am not thinH™ f! !" a peat, deal from ; one another 
■ ■ terms of othe™Oh?i 8 t£S \t» v n™" 5 ° f m ^^ ters - ^ am thinking in 
have helped us alonf the'^oJ y . aVe glVen us their i friendship, they 
• Onesimus showed it llreadv H, t^ T Srateful? Do 1 Wo show it? J 
no doubt running errands for Sf.n a \ b ? sy tryin S to be 'helpful, he was 
to make things tasiorf or +h 1 ' hel P in S in all sort's of little ways 
■Philemon Pauf was going o ^ ° f had led ^ im ^ 1 hrist - As fof 
for me since I have done so m c h ? or v™ " w "5°*,^ you do something 
thank you to folk who have helnod »I y JL W ° d ° n H Vory often say 6 
you. Who lod vou to Phr7=+o £° u B -," Th ero are people who pray for 

ian faith? Whrnhow^fy^fLw'vou^co^td" *° 00tabll 4 ! y0U in thG Ca rist- 
couragod you when you have bcwi 1 , « ° .your .Lord? Who has en- 
has stood by vou? Who v ^ ^ downcast' Who has lifted you up'' Who 
them? Evo/sno'wn i,v° & ^^ rS.S^jS^: ^ thLred 

inltlf^W l ^Ut clIl P fromT J' tS^S"^" ** aCt C ° rr ° Ctly •»* 
away slave but he was hU V, at , 0n esimus was not only a run- 

soquoncos of his misdemeanour' w^ 1 80a<!a him back to ' face the con- 

nx8 miadtmoanour. When a person is converted that doesn't 
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Ijth M arch_._J .qri8 

51!«J dS:.* h £ £ , tf , e St ,, ^ t tS w i}*to l t, nU 1;h ?, conf) cciuencee of ^ 

It would have been ino-Jih * £ £ i» ''•, Xn ''" ' thore if > no running away, 

and to order him to Tor^v* to to i Bpo «o h.<s wishes on Philemon * 

now come back as a fS^to-t ^"Th hiR rwaw ^ ! Blave who had 

Philemon that this ifw t 1" Vo " ^ B '^ t C ? Ul ?., have told * ou 
shows itself again and h» ,»•« V ^ \ V 0, -' 3ul ' haul's rectitude 
you do it with the ^„r,K K ■ "?! : fi0Xn ^ t0 d0 that because if 
ing him back an« h appeal?nrto 'yovV™ f lET,?* 1 * ^ 3 ° * « ^d- 
ude and recognising that cLesimus is now a fe/ow-Chr^xi^T^ ^^ 
you to receive hjm It-hero h- „„(>,.■' - xex-.ow-ohiistian I am asking 
converted, about b*i«* " ?h£?.?? "* ^° PP ; V ' or sentimental about beinl 
Christian gospel of >et+-i ™ t*l^ n ' ■ a ? d , ™ haro never to, make the S 

right with our fellow^r S v^ Sb W1 ? h C> ° d an 9XCUC8 'for' not getting 
come to the altar and b rU your^fff -^ 0Ur Lor ^ sa ^. "" y° U S 
brother has something gainst von® f 1 ™ a thare • 5f member that your 
ciled to your brother SHu! y ?' loao your Sift there, go be recon- 
your gift!" r i£,£ h " f 1 ^* e co^ en L ^ haVQ / ,0ne that c °™ and offer 
our worship an excuse for e" S"J h ^ :< to say we ' are neve r to make 
piness, no sentimentality ibn,,t p- , n ° her responsibilities. No slop- 
beyond word,, for wh, «od hfd d.ne b-'.L v r aK ?i iri11ed ' he «™ thankful, 
gratitude hr. assumes -.nrl l;ho ,- .Mh, -i, '" "??.? * " lo gW about it. The 
cumstanoes; Paul and his conyo^; '^!u then finally ^ ^ hi8 ^ 

afa conver/bufaf fo^S ^?i™*i , \y ith Klilcmon » ot -^ 
obviously conscious of Se ftnAw?hin nfVf ^-Christian . Paul is so 
He calls Philemon in y, 1 a "fetl™ tV * h » ahurcn and of the Spirit, 
soldier" he speaks of "the rhu^oh t iHuT* „ Arch - i -PPU3 v. 2 a "fellow- 
in terms of a follow RhS to S^h >. ' J h ™ 5 hls whole thinking is 
Onesimus belongs J There i- tl t M^ D \° ng8i Philemon belongs, and now 
colleagues, the first it. ' '° thlng " hore ' concerning Paul and his 

(a) His thanks « for +hr»in rn -m j 

it J^iTlieSan xFfe^r Fo bwr?n-°*h'- TO' 00 * °- ;;ion «*n« in the art of 
mention of thee always in my nraver ' - vi'°t ?" ? thallk ffly & ' od makin S 
qualities for which ho : i"s so p -a t£v, n . l °" ?? Sets l0wt some of the 
Apparently Philemon -Ufa rof^h?; . V^ c °l J - e ague Philemon w. 5-7 
people came into h s o,,, 8 ™ ^" „ hnd ? f pe " so » 1;0 ^ow and when 
went away feolin* wondo ful trl.^'i nls . l honl0 wo ™ put, and tired they 
generosity about^ wh ch 'irn w mScT^o^ 1 " T^ 5 Vitality and Y 

Wch «ot in lii.^]K>us. ; - P : ;-|'.. ,'"' ; ' 1 ' , 1C!:ir ;n cf ovprybody. The 
Phxlemon was a groat per- or, in i," ' " 1,,J " ,, " ri,h :i - 1 1 th .r bouse" 

wasn't simply & Glris? it wa- townrJ" u , Jhlu oh " hi « love and faith 
Christian? - Are you the , ,rZ- :i ■ ,° f ot ' ,ere ; i . Are y° u . a refreshing 
I might do well to etoD a^d P «ii « " " oxhau8 tinfl Christian? You and 
IB your boss; glad! that^yo^work ^^Tlrf^ ^ $** G ° d tor ^ 
Are your patients! glad when yo come on Zlt-? \ Do e^ ; he express thanks? 
trtude and atmosphere? The second thing S'^ 1S l the kind of at " 

«ay" ^-SfJyfegM- ".if 1 " Ha ^ confidence '.1 more than T 

what he had asL.rbut^e'woulHo'alot'lf 10 " ^f^ ^^only^oul^e'do 
did he get it? Trust i- „„t , +u- moro ' Wla,; tr ust ho had. How 

much to you until He has «t V^ ™ C&n d ° mand - ; God. won- 1 trust 
you the more He will trust to ™f l ?his U ^ and ^o more; He trusts in 
Do you want to get really f ar in to i %i? n som «* hi "G wo. do all the time, 
far in, do you? ^ell don ' t domanrt < I i° :LlowRhi P oft he Church, really 
demand this. is a thing you have L \-n ^ 1S n0t a ^ in S ^°^ can y 

so1°?V hat y ° U are worthy of tru4indvo,f\° r T?\ H ? W db y0U do ^rvc it? 
self to be unworthy of tr,."+ *l, and you will bo trusted: show vour- 

God nor by men. Ihow yourself ^rthv^J ?°* ? C ' * rustud - Neither by 
little thing that you aro lltta +n ^ ? ™ 3t in li ' fctle things, do a 
it reliably, and you win ot b W, , • l*™] 1 - (1 ° it regularly, do 
??" ard V « iTOB Wonothor job to do Wo °'' t0 rto * That if! "tho w'^ God 
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wilf sive h vou° U ?ZL t] l e p° r ? tr y?* G0fl haa in you the m °re trust God 
confident ^L, XS ^ ? ritinG to th ^ man and he is absolutely 

„f?i +u r™^?y ? Because he has proved him. He says, I know DerfeM-lv 

Tore ^eopWike thai* ?* & °> Wh ? V aSk but he wm«STwSS'hSj 
+h*t\„ a P il that are an ab solute godsend to any Church. Ask 
them to do something and you know it will be done, you don* tne ad to 

achieved InlTt 'T' ? ^ th ° kind of *"**& «"*« ^ave 
achieved m our own lives? Who are the folk that areigoine to eat 

S or rod*° w, he ° 0Un ^ 1S o° f G0d ' and the blessings of God, and the 
people who w Jt ° n are th - y? The pe0ple who want position? 'wo. The 
are goir^ tHet ?^ X ?n CXne P ,° Wer? ^°' t)l0y are out - The P eo Ple "ho 
faithful t^uftwrv^L '^ e p tl ! Pe ° p } e Wh0 arc reliable, dependable, 

vnrea]?™ y ' nd !°? s^*''™" I have discovered I have got 

Can God ta ?„ , M? n you "^ J ■» S oin S to give you a .great deal to do! 
His wilT* ww y °« P^y for somebody? to go after somebody? to do 

« a^i^^joS-^isar^o??*' whether an r dy niices you 

Of^aul^^^onder^f^ 13 ,^' **?* a l0t W CSn See in this °^ *p 

th-rSi aiySruLlhxft^ writl K.^'wSnfiT UP ° f "' ^ 
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